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and enormous military might, occupied everyone's ander the Great...Herod the Great... Augustice the Great, o Keep Christ in Christmas identified that this situation would occur when he

attention and conversation. Palestine existed under | |the world overlooked Mary's little Lamb. declared in John 14:6 - Jesus answered, "l am the

. Merry Christmas! Does it seem possible?
the crush of Rome's heavy boot. All eyes were on

way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the

A h ical ho d ded It still does. AWAKEN STUDENT 2 Christmas 2009 is almost here. The title above is a Fath th " St. Peter al .
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ugustu:t € cynical L.aesar who emanl €da census MINISTRIES catch phrase that is often seen and heard around Cout thi ﬁ ) & 1 Petor 2 . Threfore it s al
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S0 a; to X etern;me a measuremdept toen a:rge ti)_(es' PRAYER SCHEDULE 2 this time of year. With all the busyness and many tained in th Sg ot Behold. | lav in Zi
contained in the Scripture, "Behold, | lay in Zion a
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an eighty-mile trip south from Nazareth? at cou . . . s . . . chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who
sty P , . "Seasons of Life". | have always enjoyed his writing about the birthday of our Savior we are celebrating. In the ) o )
possibly be more important than the Caesar's deci- . . . MUSIC MINISTRY 2 . o believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.
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sions in Rome? Who cared about a Jewish baby born . . ) le will make thelr twi | Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to
. thoughts regarding the true meaning of Christmas. many people will make their twice yearly ) o )
in Bethlehem? PRIME TIMERS 3 ) those who are disobedient, "The stone which the
. . appearance at church, so there is a programmed ] . .
Barbara and | wish you a blessed Christmas and a builders rejected has become the chief

tendency to make sure that Jesus is remembered
during His season. Just as we strive to keep Christ
s al so

God did. Without realizing it, mighty Augus-
tus was only an errand boy for the fulfillment of Mi-

cah's predictions... a pawn in the hand of Jehovah... Pastor Jerry Boschen MISSIONS 3 in Christmas, | et
Christ at the center of our lives throughout the next
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meaningful New Year in Christ. cornerstone," and "A stone of stumbling and a rock
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While Jesus was on this earth, he gave so much of Himself. He _ of lines has not only occurred because of travel and
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quietly are hovering near edges of emotional bankruptcy. Life e Christian Singles . o .
. . . . Pastor Ryan ; . struggle with Christianity is that it teaches only One
is dynamic, and it can be sticky & ugly. We are called to be a ¥ RREEE o:iFridays, &8 y y
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WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO ME

One of my favorite things to do at Christ-
mas time is make candy. This candy has
been passed down from my Grandma
Nuner (my mom’s mom). You see, my
mom’s only sister, married my dad’s twin
brother, so celebrating Christmas, no mat-
ter which Grandma’s house we went to,
meant we were ALL still together. Every
year, we would go to Grandma Nuner’s
house, and there would be pies, cookies,
cakes, and candies. It was a true feast. It
wasn’t until | got older that | realized that
Grandma Nuner made most of that feast
herself.

There is one candy that is my all-time fa-
vorite — English Almond Toffee. Grandma
would put the butter and sugar in the
heavy kettle, and it would boil and boil —
she never used a candy thermometer, but
would take a tad bit of the mixture and
drop it in a cold glass of water, then she
would feel the consistency to see if it was
ready — she also said the color had to be a
dark, caramely color — for the toffee to be
the right consistency. She made making
toffee look so easy, and every time she
made it, it came out perfect.

The first time | tried to make Grandma’s
famous English Almond Toffee, | burnt the
almonds, and overcooked the toffee just
enough that it was sugary in your mouth
instead of having that perfect crunch. |
didn’t give up though...l keep trying, and
sometimes it is perfect, and other times...
not so much!

The point is, | keep making it every year at
Christmas time in memory of my
Grandma Nuner and her perfect English
Almond Toffee. That’s what Christmas is
about, anyway, enjoying the pieces of the
past today, and creating new memories to
pass on for tomorrow!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Tami

) Seeing kids live
AU\ out their faith in
God is such an
amazing, and
important, thing, and I've been very
privileged over the past month to
see exactly what happens on a
consistent basis, and I'd love to
share a little of that with you.

First of all, we had our 3™ grade
small group, led by Dave and Missy
Morrison, raise over $215 dollars to
buy mosquito nets for kids in Africa.
The kids came up with the idea on
their own, and did an amazing job of
executing their fundraiser. Way to

go!

Then, towards the end of November,

our elementary aged kids decided
that they wanted to help raise
money to support the GJFA “Coats
for Kids” program. They donated
over $50 of their own money.

Finally, I've gotten to see so many
kids (over 80) use their God given
talents and gifts in preparing for the
kids’ Christmas musical program
that will take place on December 13
at 6PM.

It truly is an incredible thing to see a
child’s relationship with God lived
out, and evidenced in their life by
the choices they make and the
actions they take. What a great
month, and | can’t wait to see even
more!

Happy Holidays,

Brian Steele
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Well, the holiday season is officially
here. Great things are happening in
our Youth Program. Last month we
graduated twenty of our students
out of our Set Apart Purity Course.
We prayed for them as they
received purity rings as a daily
reminder of the commitment they
made to God. This month, please be
praying for a special illustrated
sermon we will be having in our
youth service December 9, entitled
“A Funeral for a Teenager.” It’s my
hope that through this message
teens will reevaluate their lives, and
the decisions they make. Also, on
New Years Eve, we will be having a
“ring in the New Year together”
party. More details on that event
soon. Once again, thank you for all
your prayers and support.

God Bless,
Pastor Mike Wallis

Prayer for our Building CRAVERCALENDAR
We need to cover our building Sign-up
program in prayer. We are to pray for our
asking for the next 12 months, B;'"‘."“g
roject

that somebody is praying and

fasting lunch everyday for this

project. Please log onto www.gjfa.org, click on
the prayer calendar link, and sign up for a time to

pray.

PRAYER SCHEDULE

. Mondays 12:00-1:00pm-Sanctuary

®  Tuesdays 8:45-9:45am—Sanctuary

®  Thursdays 6:30-7:30am—Sanctuary
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UPCOMING EVENTS

December 6—BPash 4 Cash—Coats 4 Kids
December 6—Me n ' s -CHRi&doKofy
December 6—boug & Susan Scott, Missionaries
December 7—Missions Meeting

December 8—Prime Timers Potluck
December 9—belta Prison Choir
December 11—Feachers/Workers Party
December 13—K i d s’
December 17—Dance Team Party
December 15—Board Meeting
December 18—0K Fellowship
December 23—Services Dismissed

December 24—Christmas Eve Service

December 25—Christmas

December31—~Yout h New Yea

Christm

A S

MISSIONS

Missions Committee

On behalf of the Missions Commit-
tee members and all of our AGWM
and US missionaries, we thank you
for your faithful prayer and finan-
cial support. Have a joyful and
blessed Christmas and a bountiful
New Year.

E}\ert‘y,‘
Christmas

And you shall call His name
JESUS, for He will save His
people from their sins.

Matthew 1:21

Letter from Pastor (Cont. from Pg 1)

Here are two examples that | immediately
think of. In the past 10 years, think about
the act of piercing and how it has increased.
When | was younger it was strange to see a
man with a piercing. We used to automati-
cally look to see which ear the piercing was
in. One gar meant they were declaring them-
selvesoto bg r?oﬁnolse?(ual and the other
meant you were cool. Now who cares!? A
few years ago | started observing the multiple
piercings in odd places i.e. tongue, belly but-
ton, and nose. These types of piercings used
to be something, if done, done in secret.
Now they are common place. This type of
piercing is something that is very common in
sthe Hivide faith. This simple act is a way of
creating pluralism within our world. More
recently | have been seeing advertisements
foramoviecalled——Av at ar Il .
the movie looks really cool. However, you
should stop and think —-—Ha v e | e
the word
for a computer character that resembles you.
Churches even have cyber congregations
where a member creates an avatar that joins
together in cyber church to worship. If you
search
you wi ||l

wi ||
tarl
tation of a Hindu deity (especially Vishnu) in
human or superhuman or animal form; "the
Buddha is considered an avatar of the god

Vishnu".

the imantfes- t

| am challenging anyone who names the
name of Christ, including myself, to keep
Christ in Christmas and to also make Christ
the center of your life in 2010. | challenge us
to all take the words of Peter to heart -
1Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil walks about like a
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

Standing Strong,

Pastor Ted Miller

Avatar 2l il

the inte
hi s
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PRIME TIMERS

Did you hear about the 83 year old
woman who talked herself out of a
speeding ticket by telling the young
officer that she had to get there be-
fore she forgot where she was going?

We went to breakfast at a restaurant
where the ‘seniors’ special was two
eggs, bacon, hash browns and toast
for $1.99. ‘Sounds good,” my wife
said. ‘But | don’t want the eggs.’
‘Then, I'll have to charge you $2.49
because you're ordering a la carte, the
waitress warned her. ‘You mean I'd
have to pay for not taking the eggs?’
my wife said incredulously. ‘YES!V
stated the waitress. ‘I'll take the spe-
cial then.” My wife said. ‘How do you

T OVapt youR gggsd’ the waitress asked.

‘Raw and in the shell,” my wife replied.

e $he toekthe? eggs home. DON'T
h MESS WETH GENIPRS! 'dWEVE REEN |

AROUND THE BLOCK MORE THAN
ONCE.
Maxine Elliott
rnet for —what i s an

definition:

If you have not
signed up to receive
the newsletter via-e oW monlynewsletter
mail, please go to
www.gjfa.org and click on the icon to
sign up, or call the church office with
your email address. There will also be
copies of the newsletter in the informa-
tion racks in the foyer.

Signsup toreceive




