
D E V O T I O N A L  C O R N E R  

 R Y A N ’ S  R E A L M  

Growing In Grace Is The Thing To Do 

 

God our Heavenly Father is in the development 
business.  There is an old saying which says, 
“God loves us enough to take us as we are but 
He loves us too much to let us remain there.”  
The principle involved is “growing in grace and in 
the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ” (2 Peter 3:18)   

C.H. Spurgeon wrote, “Grow in grace - - not in 
grace only, but in all grace. 

Grow in the root grace, faith.  Believe the prom-
ises more firmly than you have done.  Let faith 
increase in fullness, constantcy, simplicity.   

Grow also in love.  Ask that your love may be-
come extended, more intense, more practical, 
influencing every thought, word and deed.   

Grow likewise in humility.  Seek to lie very low, 
and know more of your nothingness.  As you 

grow downward in humility, seek also to grow up-
ward having nearer approaches to Father God in 
prayer and more intimate fellowship with Jesus “ 

To know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is life eternal.  
To advance in this relationship is the key of joy and 
peace in this life and the life to come.  Jesus in John 
16:33 said, “ I have told you these things so that in 
me you may have peace.  In this world you will have 
trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”  
Two points: in the world there will be trouble and in 
Christ we will have peace, His peace.  We can some-
times get so engrossed with the affairs of life that we 
neglect the very one who is our source of eternal life, 
both now, here, today and in the ever growing life in 
grace to come.  An increase of love to Jesus and a 
more perfect apprehension of His love to us and in us 
is one of the best tests of GROWING IN GRACE= 
FAITH – LOVE AND HUMILITY. 

Pastor Jerry Boschen 

 As I am writing this we are 80 days away form our 
opening service in our new facility and let me tell 
you, I AM PUMPED!  Like you, I cannot wait until 
that day.  

I am also so excited for what God is doing right now 
at GJFA. He is moving. We are hearing of ALL TYPES 
of miracles  through our 3 week all church fast that 
just ended. He is moving in lives right now! His 
church is GROWING, lives are being changed, 
families are being put back together, the excluded 
are being included, addicts are being set free, 
repentance is being lived out…and JESUS is getting 
the glory for it all. 

I am pumped about our Church because: 

I am seeing more hope in this church than I have 
ever seen!  His church should be FULL of hope 
because if HE came back from the dead…then 
NOTHING is impossible with Him!  

I am seeing more people who are dreaming God 
sized dreams and begging God for God sized things!   

I am seeing the Holy Spirit move His church today!  
We have a MUCH greater message (the Gospel), a 
MUCH greater motivation (the Great Commission), a 
MUCH greater generator of ideas (the Holy Spirit) 
and WAY more potential than ANY other 
organization on the planet!!! 

I am anticipating, and excited for, the exponential 
growth as our Church lives out the book of Acts. 

The Church’s potential is greater than ever before. I 
cannot wait to see what happens next! 

If you serve in any capacity of ministry here at GJFA, 
please make plans now for the next Team Meeting 
on February 21st @ 6PM.  

Blessings- 

Pastor Ryan  

Nursery Care is  provided for 

ALL services, including choir 

and band. 

MOPS, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 

WM Bible Study, 2nd & 4th 

Tuesdays 

Prime Timers, 2nd Tuesday 

Corporate Prayer— Check this 

newsletter and the calendar 

for scheduled times of Prayer 

in the Sanctuary. 

Christian Singles Connection, 

Fridays,    7:00 PM 
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A  P L A C E  O F  

H O P E  

I was recently told of a pastor in 

Oklahoma that began his message with 

this phrase ð òWe need to get a divorce.ó  

After the shock of the congregation 

passed, he explained that the church 

had become married to the world and it 

was time for the church separate itself.  

This report is answer to my prayers that 

more and more pastors will feel this 

same sense of urgency and begin to 

declare a similar message. 

 

Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, 

just as Christ also loved the church and gave 

Himself for her, 

 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her 

with the washing of water by the word, 

 27 that He might present her to Himself a 

glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 

any such thing, but that she should be holy 

and without blemish. 

 

The message of Christ is not one of 

legalism and pressure with many 

external rule, but is one of love, grace, 

mercy and true freedom. 

 

Galatians 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ set 

us free; stand firm therefore, and do not 

again be held under the yoke of slavery. 

 

I am first of all continually challenging my 

own life.  Secondly, I am endeavoring to 

lead my family in this new walk of 

freedom, and then to chart the course for 

each one of you.  I challenge you to do 

the same.   

 

Moving Forward, 

 

Pastor Ted Miller 

There is a renewed sense of urgency in my 

heart, and an expectancy that our Lord Jesus 

Christ is returning very soon.  Within this 

urgency is the compelling of my heart to òRaise 

the Standardó.  This was the title of the first 

message of this year, and I believe these are 

the words that God wants to set before us for 

this entire year.   

 

Without a doubt, the moral climate of our 

world has decayed, and in fact, the decay 

seems to accelerate everyday.  As Christians, it 

has been easy for us to maintain a certain 

standard just above the world and feel o.k., 

but this is not the place that God desires for 

His bride, the church.  (Figure a) 

(Figure a)   

 

 

 

                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

The true picture of what Raising the Standard 

is all about is for the church to not slowly 

decline with the world, but rather maintain and 

grow in our desire to become more and more 

Christ-like. (Figure b)  

(Figure b) 

 

 

 

                                           

     

    

    

  

    

    

                                                                         

SPECIAL POINTS OF  

INTEREST  

We are on the web www.gjfa.org  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  

Phone: 970-243-0731 

Fax: 970-243-8529 

E-mail: ministry@gjfa.org 



3. Building does not happen by acci-
dent – we cannot build unless we are 
intentional about it 

      a. Be intentional about building 
     others up 

      b. We have to build, we have to 
     fight – Satan is fighting, and 
     will continue to fight, but God 
     is Greater 

       c. God wants to stop the destruct
     tion in our lives – when we 
     don’t intentionally build, de
     struction will begin to sneak in 

       d. While we are building, God is 
     building us up! 

My prayer is that each of us will take hold 
of the truth of this word and begin to 
build our relationship with Jesus, our 
Spouse, our Children and then our Friends 
and Co-Workers. 

[ŜǘΩǎ .Ŝ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎΗ 

Tami Miller 
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A  P L A C E  O F  H O P E  

M U S I C  M I N I S T R Y  

P R I M E  T I M E R S   

 If you have not signed 

up to receive the news-

letter via e-mail, please 

go to www.gjfa.org and 

click on the icon to sign up, or call the 

church office with your e-mail address.  

There will also be copies of the newsletter 

in the information racks in the foyer. 

“We Are Builders” 

At our Women’s Retreat this past Octo-
ber, Beth Grant encouraged us each night 
to be builders. For those of you that could 
not come, I want to share with you the 
insight that we received, and for those 
that were there, I want to remind you and 
encourage you to keep building. 

Nehemiah 1, 2:4-5, 12, 17 

Nehemiah is requesting of the king to go 
back to his home and rebuild it. God gives 
Nehemiah supernatural favor and the king 
grants his request. 

Nehemiah 4:1-18, 6:15-16 

In the process of beginning to build, peo-
ple came against Nehemiah and tried eve-
rything that they could to stop the build-
ing of the wall of Jerusalem, but God gave 
Nehemiah wisdom  and direction – at one 
point Nehemiah instructed the people to 
build with one hand and keep a sword in 
the other! So in 52 days the wall was fin-
ished, and the enemies knew that this was 
a work of God! 

Lessons from building: 

1.  We are called to build 

        a. This is God’s time to build! We  
      are builders 

        b. Building people and relation
      ships – starting with our  

             Family 

2.   When we try to build there will be 
opposition 

         a. Building with one hand, a          
       sword in the other – it’s time 
       to pick up the sword 

         b. Prayer and the Word are our 
       Sword 

Prayer for our Building 

We need to cover our building 

program in prayer.  We are asking 

for the next 4 months, that some-

body is praying and fasting lunch 

everyday for this project.  Please 

log onto www.gjfa.org, click on the prayer calen-

dar link, and sign up for a time to pray. 

February turns our hearts towards 
love.  Of course, the greatest love is 
the love that God has for us.  Romans 
tells us that "While we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us", also, I John 
says, "By this we know love, that he 
laid down his life for us". But, what 
about our love?  Is it impor-
tant?  Should we in turn love oth-
ers?  The theme for our February 
meeting is "What does love have to do 
with it?"  Janice Brunswick, wife and 
mother of five, has learned through 
experience about love and how it 
changes the course of our lives.  Join 
us at noon on the second Tuesday of 
this month as she challenges us to 
"expand our love life".  She will also 
be ministering in music.   Remember, 
we need you and you need us! 

  Janet Eisenach 

Wow! God really moved within 
the lives of our students last 
month. We saw a true passion 
and fire burn in the students’ 
hearts. When I first started here 
as Youth Pastor over a year ago, I 
installed three core values I 
wanted to build this Youth Pro-
gram on. Those core values are 
REVIVE, RAISE UP, and RELEASE. 
Well I can honestly say we have 
accomplished our first goal of RE-
VIVING the lives of our students 
in this Youth Ministry. They are 
hungry for God, and it’s only the 
beginning. Passion is contagious, 
and fire spreads, so we look for-
ward to sharing the love of God 
in our schools and in the whole 
Grand Valley. Thank you for your 
prayers and support. 

God Bless, 

Pastor Mike Wallis 

Happy Valentineõs 

Day! 

 
V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  2  

This month, I 
wanted to take 
this space to let 
you know of a 
specific need that 

we have in kids’ ministry.  Before I do 
that, though, I want to take a moment 
and focus in on why I think kids’ minis-
try is so important.   
 When you look at today’s cul-
ture and the adults that live in it, the 
reality is that their worldview, their be-
lief system, their faith, or lack thereof, is 
in place in their life by the time they are 
12 years old.  This means that what a 
kid believes by the time they are in mid-
dle school will ultimately be what they 
believe in when they grow up.  Think 
about that when it comes to a relation-
ship with God.  If they haven’t estab-
lished a belief in God, and even more 
importantly, the foundations of a strong 
relationship with Him, the statistical 
likelihood is that they never will.  Of 
course, there are exceptions to the rule, 
but the exceptions are just that; excep-
tions.  
 It’s for this reason that we work 
so hard at partnering with parents to 
see kids enter into a lifelong relation-
ship with God.  Here’s the thing though, 
we need your help.  Whether it’s greet-
ing families at the door, leading a small 
group, working with boys on Wednes-
day night, volunteering in the early 
childhood area, we need you.  There’s a 
place for you no matter your skill set or 
desired level of commitment.   
 I know the temptation is to 
think that “oh, other people will help 
out,” but you just might be that other 
person.  So would you consider taking 
the challenge, and helping to build the 
right kind of foundation in today’s kids?  
If so, please call me at 243-0731 or 
email me at pastorbrian@gjfa.org. 
 
 Brian Steele 
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

Mondays 12:00-1:00pm-Sanctuary 

Tuesdays 8:45-9:45amñSanctuary 

Thursdays 6:30-7:30amñSanctuary  

 

M I S S I O N S  

P R A Y E R  S C H E D U L E  

February 8ñMissions Meeting 

February 14ñValentineõs Day 

February 16ñBoard Meeting 

February 21ñBaby Dedication Sunday 

February 21ñTeam Meeting 

February 25ñLegacy Luncheon 

February 28ñAnnual Business Meeting 

Missions Committee 

From Mark & Vickie Alexander, 
Togo.  “Dear Missions Committee & 
GJFA Friends, It’s Thanksgiving day as 
we write this, and in ALL of the things 
we’re thankful for, we’re reminded of 
you!  Thank you for the $10,000 you so 
generously have given for fresh water 
in Africa.  Thank you for giving to the 
people here, for making a life changing 
difference in their lives.”  

From Jeff & Carol Book, Southwest 
China.  “Deep in the mountains of Si-
chuan Province, a 75 year old “retired” 
Chinese brother works full time, and 
then some, running an orphanage.  Dr. 
Liu could well be living an easier life; he 
is a retired doctor from a prosperous 
and modern city.  Instead, he chose to 
live on the edge of a small town with 
few conveniences, loving and caring for 
the 35 children God has given him. 

Dr. Liu didn’t really mean to start this 
orphanage; he was visiting the area 
and saw a need and began to help a 
few abandoned children, and when 
local officials saw how well he as doing, 
they gave him more.  And more, and 
more.  Although we learned long ago 
that no institution, no matter how well 
run, can take the place of a home, 
there are no options for adoptions, or 
even fostering, in this place.  In fact, 
this orphanage does feel like home – 
albeit with 25 very active grade school-
ers. 

There are no churches in the area, and 
because of ethnic and religious ten-
sions, it is an area where even Chinese 
find it difficult to share their faith.  “I 
am not good at preaching,” said Dr. Liu, 
“but I can show people what God’s love 
does.  Everyone knows I am a Chris-
tian.  They make the connection with 

A  P L A C E  O F  

H O P E  

what I do here.” 

God reveals Himself to the world in a 
great variety of ways, and a 74-year-
old retired doctor and 35 rambunc-
tious kids are certainly demonstrat-
ing powerfully the love of God’s fam-
ily to a corner of China with no other 
Christian witness.” 

Missionaries all over the world, and 
in the U.S., are asking for your 
prayers for health (numerous ill-
nesses, surgeries, injuries, and infes-
tations), governmental blessings on 
projects (heating system in Siberian 
Teen Challenge building/church, drill-
ing permit processes in Equatorial 
Guinea), safety (El Salvadoran AG 
missionary kidnapped by five armed 
men in Guatemala on December 6th), 
and, always, financial needs.  They 
continue to send their love & appre-
ciation for our prayer and support.  

Donna Wernet 

Online giving at www. gjfa.org 

mailto:pastorbrian@gjfa.org

