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 R Y A N ’ S  R E A L M  

New Year, What’s In It For Me? 

 It never ceases to amaze me how we try to 
put God into our box, especially when it comes to 
others.  We know what’s best for them, don’t we?   
Many of you are ministering to others in many ways 
that are not in the public eye, or even recognized by 
us in the church.  I want to share with you this follow-
ing true story, and encourage you to keep on keeping 
on.  What the Lord has placed in your hands, honor 
Him by doing for Him. 

Faithfulness in Ministering: 

 A faithful Scottish Minister's Board com-
plained that only one boy had been saved and added 
to the church that year. They felt the old minister 
should leave, and make room for someone more suc-
cessful.  The old man resigned.  Years went by.  An 
aged missionary returned to London from Africa.  His 
name was spoken with reverence.  Nobles invited 
him into their homes.  He had taken the gospel to 

African chiefs, had translated the Bible into previously un-
known dialects, and had enriched, with valuable knowl-
edge, the Royal Geographical Society.  His work had 
brought honor to the universal missionary cause.  In one 
of his visits to England, he told about the need in Africa.  
Among his listeners was a young Scot who was studying 
medicine.  The aged missionary, Dr. Robert Moffat, said 
"There is a vast plain in the north where I have sometimes 
seen in the morning sun the smoke of a thousand villages.  
No missionary has ever been there."  That phrase, "the 
smoke of a thousand villages," became a life‑long call to 
David Livingstone, reached through Moffat.  Moffatt was 
reached through the old minister who had only one con-
vert ‑ a boy ‑ during his last year in the ministry."  

Beloved, my prayer for you all is that you will find your 
calling, and faithfully practice it. 

Have a blessed and fruitful New Year, in Jesus’ Name. 

Pastor Jerry Boschen 

 What if you could do something that would bring amazing 
blessings to your life, would cost nothing, and wouldn’t hurt 
anyone?  Blessings like: 

Deliverance from bad habits 
Revelations from God 
Divine Healing & Protection  
Broken Addictions 
Answered Prayers 
Constant Supply of your Needs 

You can receive blessings and benefits like these through 
fasting. 
 
So you may be thinking to yourself; what is fasting? Let me 
take a few minutes to help explain a little bit of this. 
 
Fasting is weaved throughout every part of the scriptures. 
Fasting always involves abstaining from something specific. 
Food is an easy illustration. Many fasts involve abstaining from 
1 meal a day, a certain food for a specific period of time, or a 
total food fast. 
 
There are many types of fasts to cure different diseases, and to 
break people free from addictions.  
 
David fasted often, and was called a man after God’s own 
heart. David fasted while interceding for a friend.  Nehemiah 
fasted while seeking guidance from God. Daniel fasted often, 
and received many revelations and visions from God.  John the 
Baptist fasted regularly.  Jesus began His public ministry with 
forty days of fasting. 
 
If God took fasting so seriously, I believe we should do the 
same.  Matthew 6:16 says, “Moreover, when you fast, be not 
as the hypocrites of a sad countenance; for they disfigure their 

faces, that they may appear unto men to fast.” Notice that 
Jesus didn’t say, “if you fast”, He said, “When you fast”, there 
was no option left for guessing.  
 
Ephesians 6:12 says we wrestle not against flesh and blood but 
against principalities and powers- and this war must be fought 
with prayer. 
 
Let God know what you are praying for, be specific, and expect 
the reward. 
There is much power in multiplication, and many people 
praying. 
 
So, in preparation for our church wide fast, here are some 
scriptures you can read. Isaiah 58, Mark 2:29, Daniel 9:3, 2 
Chronicles 20, Matthew 6:17-18 and Psalm 35:17. 
 
On Sunday, January 10th @ 6PM we will be kicking off our 3 
week fast with a special Plugged in Prayer time.  This prayer 
time is for all ages, young and old alike. Our fasting will run for 
3 weeks with Saturdays & Sundays off.  The first week will be 
from 1/11-1/15 and we will be fasting television. The next 
week, 1/18-1/22, we will be fasting 1 meal a day, and replacing 
it with prayer. Then the final week of fasting, 1/25-1/29, we 
will be fasting 1 food item.  For instance, this week you may 
want to fast all sweets, all caffeine, all meats, something like 
that, but it must be a sacrifice to you. 
 
I hope you can join in our 3-week church-wide fast with us. We 
are expecting miracles and breakthroughs during this time. 
Don’t miss out! 
 
Be Blessed & Happy Fasting, 
Pastor Ryan  
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10. Burn the candle, use the nice sheets, wear 
the fancy lingerie.  Donôt save it for special 

occasions.  Today is special! 

11. Over prepare then go with the flow. 

12. No one is in charge of your 
happiness, but you. 

13. Forgive everyone, everything . 
14. What other people think of you is 

none of your business. 

15. Donõt take yourself so seriously.  No 

one else does. 

16.  Believe in Miracles  

17. God Loves you because of who God is, 

not because of anything you did or didnôt 

do. 

18. Growing old beats dying young.  

19.  If we all threw our problems in a 

           pile and saw everyone elseõs weõd 

           grab ours back. 

20.    The Best is Yet to Come! 

During the first part of a year, I will 
normally establish some vision for my life, 
and for anything I am involved in.  I would 
encourage you to do the same.  Dream Big 
and use the words of Philippians above 
and Ephesians 3 below as your guide. 

Eph 3:19 to know the love of Christ which 
passes knowledge; that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God.  20 Now to 
Him who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us. 

You are loved! 

Moving Forward, 

Pastor Ted Miller 

Moving Forward 

Another year has gone, and a new horizon waits 
before us.   

Philippians 3:13 Brothers, it is clear to me that I 
have not come to that knowledge; but one thing 
I do, letting go those things which are past, and 
stretching out to the things which are before,  14 
I go forward to the mark, even the reward of the 
high purpose of God in Christ Jesus. 

The title of this article is a salutation that I 
commonly use when writing letters.  “Moving 
Forward”!  We have to make a daily choice to be 
burdened by the past and to not worry over the 
future.  But we must take one day at a time and 
one step of faith at a time.   

The other day I received an e-mail with some 
beautiful pictures and 45 lessons for life.  I have 
chosen my favorite 20 to help inspire each of us 
today. 

1. When in doubt, just take another small 

step. 

2. Life is too short to waste time hating 
anyone. 

3. Your job wonõt take care of you when 

you are sick, your friends and family 

will.  Stay in touch.  

4. You donõt have to win every argument.  

Agree to Disagree!  

5. When it comes to chocolate, resistance 

is futile. 

6. It’s o.k. to let your kids see you cry. 

7. Donõt compare your life to others you have no idea 

what their journey is about. 

8. If a relationship has to be secret, 
you shouldnõt be in it. 

9. Itõs never too late to have a happy 

childhood.  But the second one is up to 

you and no one else. 

SPECIAL POINTS OF  

INTEREST  
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in the relationship or not. Or that we 
expect our investment from years ago 
to keep our relationship alive.  It is time 
that we start investing in our marriage, 
and keep investing in it. Here are some 
ways to do that: 

Spend time with each other 
(without the kids or the T.V.)  
on a regular basis 

Putting our spouse’s needs be-
fore our needs  

Listen to each other, being 
quick to hear and slow to speak 

Stop comparing yourself among your-
self. This principle is a must in order for 
our marriage to be healthy. We cannot 
fall into the trap of looking at another 
relationship and wishing that ours was 
like theirs. There is NO PERFECT MAR-
RIAGE! We must make our relationship 
the best that it can be, and be continu-
ally thankful for it.  

Cultivate a Safe Place. Our marriage 
should be the place where we are se-
cure, and loved unconditionally. That 
place where we know that we are on 
the same team working toward the 
same goals. Where insecurities and 
flaws are seen, and love grows deeper 
still. 

As we begin this New Year, let’s invest 
in our marriages, don’t put it off, NOW 
is the time! 

Tami Miller 
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M U S I C  M I N I S T R Y  

P R I M E  T I M E R S   

Wow! I can’t believe how fast a year 
goes by, it seems like yesterday that we 
had just begun 2009, but here we are at 
the beginning of 2010, another year. 
Every year at this time it seems that we 
are all making resolutions as to how we 
will live better, more productive, mean-
ingful lives. We look back to last year, 
and see the things we should have done 
better, and plan to do them differently 
this year. We start with our selves and 
work outward. We realize that we 
should be reading our Bible more, and 
praying regularly. We resolve to lose 
weight, or get in better shape, live a 
healthier life style. Then we look at our 
marriage. What can we do to have a 
healthier relationship with our spouse? 
What can we do to fall more in love 
with each other this year? How can we 
start and keep our marriage as a top 
priority throughout this year? 

I want to look at some practical ways to 
keeping our marriages a priority. Let’s 
start with our individual relationship 
with God; it must be first – before any-
thing and everything else. It is the love 
of God that allows us to love others 
more, so when we have become stag-
nant in our walk with him, we do not 
have the ability to love others more 
than we do now, and that love does not 
have the nutrition that it needs to grow.  
But when our relationship with God is 
growing and vital, He supernaturally 
enables us to love others more, and 
provides us with the nutrition to keep 
that love healthy and growing. God’s 
Word plays a big part in our relationship 
with Him and with our spouse. His Word 
is True and available for us to go to for 
wisdom and revelation. It will help us to 
stop having “stinking thinking” about 
our spouse and start getting thankful! 

We will get out what we put in. This is 
a vital principle for the health of our 
marriages. It seems to me that we ex-
pect our marriages to always revitalize 
themselves, whether we have invested 

Prayer for our Building 

We need to cover our building 

program in prayer.  We are 

asking for the next 4 months, 

that somebody is praying and 

fasting lunch everyday for this 

project.  Please log onto www.gjfa.org, click on 

the prayer calendar link, and sign up for a time 

to pray. 

After 22 years of service, Maxine Elli-
ott is retiring from leadership of the 
Prime Timers.  We want to thank 
Maxine for her tireless effort in this 
ministry! 
Janet Eisenach has graciously ac-
cepted the leadership of Prime Tim-
ers.  She is excited to get to know 
each one, and to be involved in this 
important  ministry.   

Happy New Year! I love this time of 
year. In my mind, it represents a 
new start in many ways. A clean 
slate, if you will. This mentality is so 
important when dealing with stu-
dents. Often times a lot of the strug-
gles our teens face has a lot to do 
with identity and how the student 
views themselves. Well, a new year 
symbolically provides a chance to 
have a new view of you, a fresh 
start. Allow me to encourage you to 
move on toward a new season in 
your life. Let the past be the past, 
and move forward to the great fu-
ture God has for you. Please be in 
prayer for our Youth Ministry, as I 
expect to see God work wonders in 
our teens’ lives. 

God Bless, 

Pastor Mike Wallis 

 
V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

Wow, what a way 
to end 2009!  The 
kids’ Christmas 
musical program, 
“A Christmas 

Carol” was amazing.  I just want to take 
this space this month, and say a big 
“thank you” to all who made it happen.   

To all the volunteers and leaders who 
put in time and effort, and invested so 
much, thank you.  This event would 
have never happened without you.  You 
worked hard, and you made a massive 
difference. 

To the parents who brought their kids 
to the practices, and put up with listen-
ing to the songs over and over and over 
again; thank you.  I am so grateful that 
you partnered together with us in mak-
ing this happen.  I’m certain that this 
event would never have been as suc-
cessful as it was, without your support 
and cooperation. 

Finally, to all the kids who worked so 
hard, and spent so many hours working 
on their parts, way to go, and thank 
you!  You guys are so talented, and you 
did an amazing job.  I know you im-
pacted a lot of people, including me. 

Thanks again to everyone who was in-
volved in making “A Christmas Carol” 
great. 
 

Brian Steele 
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

Mondays 12:00-1:00pm-Sanctuary 

Tuesdays 8:45-9:45amñSanctuary 

Thursdays 6:30-7:30amñSanctuary  

 

M I S S I O N S  

P R A Y E R  S C H E D U L E  

January 3ñSpecial Business Meeting 

January 4ñMissions Meeting 

January 10ñDan Ligon, Missionary 

January 19ñBoard Meeting 

January 22ñOK Fellowship 

January 24ñSteve Livingston, Missionary 

January 31ñAll Church Fellowship 
 If you have not signed up to 

receive the newsletter via e-

mail, please go to www.gjfa.org 

and click on the icon to sign 

up, or call the church office with your e-mail 

address.  There will also be copies of the news-

letter in the information racks in the foyer. 

Welcome to 2010 – new year, new begin-
nings, new commitments, and of course, 
resolutions.  The Missions Committee 
resolves to make 2010 a year to focus on 
helping you meet, and get to know, the 
missionaries that GJFA faithfully sponsors 
each month.  Their work is often difficult, 
funds are limited, and sometimes their 
lives are in danger, but you will never 
hear any of them complain, but rather 
send their love and appreciation for the 
opportunities they have to serve the 
Lord.  How powerful a statement is that!   

Last month GJFA had the privilege to hear 
Doug and Suzan Scott tell of their ministry 
in South Africa.  It’s great to have them 
home, and we certainly hope that their 
time of fund raising is successful, and 
those hearing about their ministry, 
blessed.   

In early December, members of the Mis-
sions Committee were able to have lunch 
with Amie and Gyula Koncz, AGWM Mis-
sionaries heading to a sensitive country in 
June 2010.  Gyula, a native of Hungary, 
and Amie, are currently itinerating across 
the U.S. to raise funds to support their 
ministry.  They have two beautiful chil-
dren, Alek and Trinitie, who will accom-
pany them on the missions’ field.   Amie is 
the daughter of Dan and Earlene Ligon, 
Missionaries to Niger in West Africa, who 
will be visiting with us on January 10th.   

Dan and Earlene will be sharing with us 

A  P L A C E  O F  

H O P E  

about their work in Niger.  “Niger is in 
West Africa, right on the edge of the 
Sahara Desert.  It is a very poor nation, 
with very little rain.  The farmers in Ni-
ger have a difficult time because the 
soil here is mainly sand.  Each year the 
people face famine conditions depend-
ing of how much rain comes.  The main 
crop is millet.  We thank God for giving 
us the opportunity to live and work in 
Niger, where the main religion is Mos-
lem.  God has been moving, and we 
now have 40 churches, 2 Bible Schools, 
5 A/G Christian Schools for the whole 
country.  God has done so many mira-
cles in Niger, and we praise God for 
allowing us to be a part of His work.” 

Then, on January 24th, we will have 
Steve and Pam Livingston as 
guests.  Steve and Pam will be heading 
out to the Bible College in Nassau to 
replace a retiring missionary cou-
ple.  Their work there will involve pre-
paring indigenous students for the min-
istry, and collaborating with the local 
church to plant more churches. 

Please come, hear, and support our 
AGWM and US missionaries as they 
work so diligently to spread the words 
of Jesus among the unsaved of the 
world. 

  Donna Wernet 

Online giving at www. gjfa.org 


