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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Nursery Care is  provided 

for ALL services, including 

choir and band. 

Prime Timers, 2nd Tuesday 

Corporate Prayer— Check 

this newsletter and the 

calendar for scheduled 

times of Prayer in the 

Sanctuary. 

MOPS, 1st & 3rd 

Tuesdays, 9:15-11:15AM 

Christian Singles 

Connection, Fridays,    

7:00 PM 

hurt and create opportunities for bitterness in my 

life.  My choice is: Do I keep sucking on the lemon, or 

do I let it go? 

Recently, on a trip, I encountered a 

wonderful thing.  The airlines charge for any baggage 

that cannot be carried on.  Wonderful?  Yes – 

wonderful!  This rule would be so cool if we could 

implement it in life.  Anytime we started carrying 

bitterness and issues that would only weigh us down 

we were assessed a fee.  Most of us are motivated 

by money, so it would not take very long for this 

assessment to help us change our habits.  If this fee, 

usually $15, was not enough motivation, the airlines 

have figured this out as well.  If your suitcase is more 

than 50 lbs, the fee increases to $175.  I had a bag 

the other day that weighed 52 lbs.  Within a matter 

of minutes I threw away 3 lbs of items.  I wonder how 

many of us carry unnecessary baggage around.  

Make the decision to let some things go, travel light, 

and enjoy the freedom that Christ has provided when 

we trust in Him.  Galatians 5:1 says that ―it is for 

freedom that Christ has set us free.‖  Live free and 

experience hope. 

The words of encouragement to myself and 

to all of the GJFA family is, let it go.  Forget the 

lemons and the baggage.  Take Paul’s words to heart 

in Philippians 3: 

13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have 

apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those 

things which are behind and reaching forward to 

those things which are ahead, 

14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Celebrating Jesus, 

Pastor Ted 

Baggage, Lemons, and Forgiveness 

There have been some recent events in 

my life that created a great opportunity to live in 

bitterness.  You know those times.  We all have 

them.  Someone says something to you, does 

something against you.  More simply put, they just 

rain on your parade.  Many times in our life it is the 

same person that seems to repeatedly have you as 

the bullseye of their target.  Have you ever felt like 

the cartoon below? 

 

People seem to fly around, and you 

become their target. 

Do not lose heart if you find yourself in this 

position.  The decision is ours to move from victim 

to victor.  As I was processing my own feelings, I 

thought of the following analogies. 

How many of you would be willing to take 

the sourest lemon you could find and suck on that 

lemon non-stop for the rest of your life?  Keep in 

mind that this lemon was unique because the 

intensity of the bitterness would never expire.  

Several years ago, someone gave me a piece of 

gum called a ―tear jerker‖.  Tear Jerkers are normal 

looking gumballs, but they have an intense bitter 

coating on them that puckers your lips, squints your 

eyes, wrinkles your cheek, and numbs your tongue.   

Bitterness in our lives can have the same 

effect.  You live a life of intense pain because of 

someone else’s stupid actions.  I have discovered 

that there is a 100% chance that people will do 

some stupid things, and some of those actions will 

Be sure and go to our website www.gjfa.org 

to sign up to receive this newsletter by e-

mail!  This saves our church money on paper 

and postage, and makes us good stewards 

of what the Lord has given to us.  Printed newsletters will also be available 

in the north foyer in the rack behind the information booth. 
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Recently in our elementary aged 
environments weôve been talking about the 
voices that we listen to and influence our 
lives.  Weôve been learning the choices we 
make in our lives, whether wise or unwise, 
are often the result of the voice that we 
choose to follow.  For example, in the 
Garden of Eden, 
Adam and Eve 
chose to listen to a 
voice other than 
Godôs and it led to 
some pretty rough 
stuff. 
          The truth is our kids have a lot of 
different voices in their lives that are 
sending them lots of different messages.  
Some of the messages line up with what 
God says, but many more donôt.  Itôs scary 
to me as a parent that there are voices in 
the life of my kids that are telling them to do 
many of the very things that their Heavenly 
Father has asked them to stay away from 
and vice versa.  Itôs even scarier to me that 
I canôt always isolate my kids from those 
voices, theyôre going to speak and theyôre 
going to be heard.   

So, as parents, what do we do? 
As we read through the Bible, I 

think that our role as parents is to provide 
as loud a voice as we can that is telling our 
kids about their Heavenly Father.  God has 
set our role to be the people who show and 
tell our children who He is and what He is 
like.  

So what will you do this week to 
be that voice?  What will you do more to be 
that voice?  What kinds of things can you 
say and do to be the voice that stands out 
above all the others in your childôs life? 

Brian Steele 
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P R I M E  T I M E R S   

M I S S I O N S  

 In her 2nd Quarter 2009 newsletter, 

Missionary Karen West tells of satanic forces 

at work on the youth of Curacao, including 

some of the AG church kids.  A local high-

energy soft drink company, using 

questionable, lewd advertising that appeals 

to the youth, recently sponsored a heavy 

metal concert.  There were open satanic 

lyrics, symbols, and t-shirts.   

 One of the parents discovered a 

web site where obscene comments and 

proposals were posted.  Blasphemous 

comments against God were also among the 

chat topics and music.  Temporary tattoos 

were distributed free at the concert; parents 

are investigating the tattoos for drug 

content.  Several church youth have left home 

in rebellion against parents after attending a 

concert.   

 How Much Does Your Prayer Weigh? 

Louise Redden, a poorly dressed lady 
with a look of defeat on her face, walked into a gro-
cery store.  She approached the owner of the store in 
a most humble manner and asked if he would let her 
charge a few groceries.  She softly explained that her 
husband was very ill and unable to work, they had 7 
children and they needed food.  John Longhouse, 
the grocer, scoffed at her and requested that she 

leave his store. 

Visualizing the family needs, she said:  
ñPlease, sir!  I will bring you the money just as soon 
as I can.ò  John told her he could not give her credit, 
as she did not have a charge account at his store.  
Standing beside the counter was a customer who 
overheard the conversation between the two.  The 
customer walked forward and told the grocer that he 

June 2-5—  Kids’ Camp 

June 7-    Baby Dedications 

June 7- Men’s Rally & Spaghetti Dinner 

June 9— Prime Timers’ Potluck 
June 14- Baptism Celebration 

June 14- Bob Rufe Financial Workshop 

June 19- OK Fellowship 

June 21- Fathersõ Day 

June 22-26-  Youth Camp 

June 23- Widows’ Night Out 

June 28-July 1-  Family Camp 

 Karen asked for prayer as one of the 

parents, a member of the church and an 

attorney, wrote a letter to be published in the 

newspapers warning parents and exposing the 

situation while continuing to investigate the 

situation.   

 PTL!!   An update from Karen, dated 

May 18th, says, ―The most recent satanic 

heavy metal concert was cancelled!  After the 

brave mother in our church led the fight 

against it by exposing the exploitation in letters 

to the newspapers here, the government 

refused to give the band a permit to hold their 

concert.  Also, the bands are falling apart and 

losing members.  The main band lost their 

drummer during this time. PRAYER WORKS!  In 

addition, the leading DJ connected with this 

music is beginning to question the ethics of 

it, and has asked to meet with a couple of the 

mothers.  He seems sincerely interested to 

know about the things of God, has respectfully 

requested a meeting with them, and asked 

them to tell him what the Bible says.....I'm sure 

they WILL!  Pray that He will give his life to 

Christ.  What an influence he could be on 

these kids for good!‖ 

 One person made a difference by 

allowing God to work through her to counteract 

the effectiveness of Satan’s plan for these 

kids.  Please remember our missionaries at 

prayer.  Although you may not be specifically 

aware of their battles, know that Satan is trying 

desperately to make them ineffective and they 

are fighting a fierce battle. 

 All continue to send their love & 

thanks for your support.   

 

So, friends, confirm God's invitation to you, 
his choice of you.  Don't put it off; do it 
now.  Do this, and you'll have your life on a 
firm footing, the streets paved and the way 
wide open into the eternal kingdom of our 
Master and Savior, Jesus Christ.  2 Peter 2:10-
11 (The Message) 

would stand good for whatever she needed for her 

family. 

The grocer said in a very reluctant voice, 
ñDo you have a grocery list?ò  Louise replied, ñYes 
sir.ò  ñO.K.ò he said, ñput your grocery list on the 
scales and whatever your grocery list weighs, I will 
give you that amount in groceries.ò  Louise hesitated 
a moment with a bowed head, then she reached into 
her purse and took out a piece of paper and scrib-
bled something on it.  She then laid the piece of 
paper on the scale carefully with her head still 
bowed.  The eyes of the grocer and the customer 
showed amazement when the scales went down and 

stayed down. 

The grocer, staring at the scales, turned 
slowly to the customer and said begrudgingly, ñI canôt 
believe it.ò  The customer smiled and the grocer 
started putting the groceries on the other side of the 
scales.  The scale did not balance, so he continued 
to put more and more groceries on them until the 
scales would hold no more.  The grocer stood there 
in utter disgust.  Finally, he grabbed the piece of 
paper from the scales and looked at it with greater 
amazement.  It was not a grocery list, it was a prayer 
which said:  ñDear Lord, you know my needs, and I 
am leaving this in your hands.ò  The grocer gave her 
the groceries that he had gathered, and stood in 
stunned silence.  Louise thanked him and left the 
store.  The customer handed a fifty-dollar bill to the 

grocer and said, ñIt was worth every penny of it.ò 

Only God knows how much a prayer weighs. 

Maxine Elliott 
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M U S I C  M I N I S T R Y  

Mondays 12:00-1:00pm-Sanctuary 

Tuesdays 8:45-9:45am—Sanctuary 

Thursdays 6:30-7:30am—Sanctuary  

 RYANõS REALM 

 Spirit Led Equals SupernaturalSpirit Led Equals Supernatural  

Why is it that the church in 
America seems to fear the supernatural?
 According to the Scriptureséthe 
church OWNS the market when it comes to 
the supernatural! 

Consider thisðwe worship Jesus. 
who was born of a virgin (uhésupernatural), 
lived a perfect sinless life (supernatural), 
performed miracles (supernatural) and rose 
from the dead (once againésupernatural!) 

Then there is the book of Actséwe 
have the coming of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 
(supernatural), thousands of people 
repenting of sin (supernatural), the church 
exploding (supernatural), people being 
healed (supernatural), dead people being 
raised back to life (supernatural) and the 
Gospel being preached to the world without 
the internet, cell phones or Twitter 
(supernatural.) 

Why is it that we read the Bible as 
Christians and think, òI believe THAT 
happened.ó  BUT in todayõs world we donõt 
believe òTHATó can happen?  Isnõt He the 
same God?  (Hebrews 13:8)  Has He lost His 
power?  Has His desire to see the world 
transformed decreasedéORé 

Have we gotten more obsessed 
with the normal rather than the 
supernatural? 

Let me be clearéI donõt believe the 
òsupernaturaló is freaky!  I am not talking 
about what some in the church world would 
refer to as òsupernatural.ó 

What I am talking about is church 
leaders who will completely sell out to Jesus 
and seek to surrender to His Spirit on a daily 
basisébecause when we submit to His Spirit 
the supernatural happens (it is NOT 
something we have to force!) 

Look at the book of Actséin Acts 2 
the disciples were led by the Spiritéand 
BAMéthe supernatural.  They didnõt plan 
that event!  They didnõt have ANYTHING 
except for an intense desire to listen to God 
through His Spirit and do what He said. 

Unfortunately, in todayõs church, 
our main desires are ònice servicesó rather 
than times of repentance and salvationé
which happens WHEN the Spirit of the 
living God is active!!! 

MAYBE God is calling us back to 
surrender to His Spirit.  MAYBE the church 
has been normal and average for too 
long.  MAYBE it would be awesome to see 
what HE can do rather than what WE can 
do.  MAYBE if we, as people, would get on 
our faces daily and beg Him for His 
leadership through HIS Holy Spirit that 
already indwells uséwe would see a move of 

P R A Y E R  S C H E D U L E  

We’re looking forward to Youth Camp 

the 22-26 of June.  Be praying for the 

Lord to make Himself real to those 

who will be going to camp this year!  

We want our youth to be excited for 

the things of God!  Youth, talk to Pas-

tor Mike if you would like to be in-

cluded! 

As we all get so busy, let’s not forget 

how important it is to keep our stu-

dents connected during these sum-

mer months.  We’re anticipating great 

times in our youth services this sum-

mer, and look forward to seeing our 

students move forward in their walk 

with God. 

God unlike the world has ever seen!!! 
Spirit Led = Supernatural!  HIS power 

is NOT the issueéour obedience is! 

                                        Pastor Ryan 

Prayer for our Building 

We need to cover our building 

program in prayer.  We are ask-

ing for the next 12 months, that 

somebody is praying and fasting 

lunch everyday for this pro-

ject.  Please log onto 

www.gjfa.org, click on the prayer 

calendar link, and sign up for a 

time to pray. 

This month I thought that I would share with you one of 

my favorite songs. 

ñThe Peace that I Feelò 

The Peace that I feel is all because of Jesus 
The Peace lets me know He loves 

The Peace that I feel is all because of Jesus 
He gave His life for me. 

 
This song is very simple, yet profound. True 

peace only comes from Jesus! 
The dictionary defines peace as; freedom from any 
strife or dissension, freedom of the mind from annoy-
ance, distraction, anxiety.  

Proverbs 14:30 says, A heart at peace gives 
life to the body, but envy rots the bones.   

When our heart is at peace, free from strife, 
dissension, or anxiety it gives life to our body. So how 
do we live with our hearts at peace?  First we live at 
peace with God, not running or hiding from Him. He 
knows us better than we know our selves so honesty is 
the best policy.  God does not expect perfection he 
desires humble abandon. He desires us, in all our 
glory, giving our whole life to Him.  

 Once we are at peace with God, we must 
start living at peace with ourselves. Many times we are 
the hardest person to see in the mirror, because all we 
can see is what we have done, and the fruit that it has 
created. It is time for us to forgive ourselves, we canôt 
go back. We canôt redo what we have already done, 
but we can move forward! Our peace is not found in 
our past decisions, or trying our whole life to make up 
for the wrong ones.  Our peace is ALL because of 
JESUS!  We can live at peace with ourselves, forgiving 
our selves ï all because of Jesus!  

The next step in our journey, of living with 
our hearts at peace, is living at peace with others. The 
end of Proverbs 14:30 says, ñbut envy rots the bones.ò  
The definition for envy is; a feeling of discontent or 
covetousness with regard to anotherôs advantages, 
success or possessions. 

Living at peace with others requires us to 
stop comparing ourselves among ourselves. You know 
what I am talking about. When we look at other people 
and what they have accomplished in their life, or what 
God has blessed them with, and we begin to think that 
we should have the same things in the same way. 
Then, before long, we become unthankful for what He 
has blessed us with. We become discontent, and it 
eats away at us. Envy will eat us from the inside out. 
God wants us to live thankful and blessed, in the full-

ness of Him! When we are constantly comparing 
ourselves to others we can never truly see who 
God wants us to be.  

The peace that we feel is all because 
of Jesus! Jesus bridged the gap so that we can 
live at peace with God. Jesusô blood that was 
poured out on Calvary allows us to live at peace 
with ourselves because He washed all our sins 
away. Jesus defeating death, hell and the grave 
and sending the Precious Holy Spirit to be with us 
always as our helper and friend, allows us to live 
at peace with others!   

Thankful for Jesus, 

Tami 

http://www.perrynoble.com/2009/05/06/spirit-led-equals-supernatural/
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=NIV&passage=Acts+2
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=NIV&passage=Hebrews+13%3A8
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=NIV&passage=Acts+2
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CULTIVATE AN INTERCESSORS HEART  

 In my May newsletter article I quoted from 
Galatians 6:7-9 The Message: ñDon't be misled: No one 
makes a fool of God. What a person plants, he will har-
vest. The person who plants selfishness, ignoring the 
needs of others ð ignoring God!  harvests a crop of 
weeds. All he'll have to show for his life is weeds! But 
the one who plants in response to God, letting God's 
Spirit do the growth work in him, harvests a crop of real 
life, eternal life.   So let's not allow ourselves to get fa-
tigued doing good.ò  This leads me to ask a question 
we could, and should, all answer.  Am I an Accuser or 
am I an Intercessor?  Many people do not understand 
what it means not to be critical.  It is not just thinking 
everyone is okay.  Everyone is not okay.  Some people 
have terrible problems. An intercessor will know those 
problems and be completely aware of them.  But an 
intercessor reacts differently than the person who gos-
sips. 

 This is easy to understand when you compare 
how Satan and Jesus react to peopleôs faults.  Satan is 

Online giving at www. gjfa.org continually accusing people.  ñFor the accuser of our 
brothers, who accuses them before our God day and 
night, has been hurled down,ò Rev 12:10 NIV.  That 
verse means that the Apostle John saw a vision of the 
day when Satan would be thrown down, but as yet he is 
still accusing us day and night. 

 Jesus, on the other hand, is interceding con-
tinually for us.  ñTherefore, He is able to save com-
pletely those who come to God through Him, because 
He always lives to intercede for them.ò Heb. 7:25. 

 A good example of this is found in Luke 22:31, 
NIV:  ñSimon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as 
wheat.  But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith 
may not fail.  And when you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers.ò 

 Jesus knew that Simon was weak, and told 
him that he would deny Him three times.  Satan knew 
Simon was weak, also.  They reacted to this knowledge 
in completely different ways.  Satan asks permission to 
totally destroy Simon.  Jesus went into loving interces-
sion and saved the day. 

 And so, beloved, letôs not allow ourselves to 
become fatigued doing good, but rather let us be faith-
ful to our Saviorôs call to intercede for those He has laid 
on our hearts.  

Pastor Jerry Boschen 


