DEVOTIONAL CORNER

Transformed by Trouble

Following is a portion of The Purpose Driven Life by
Rick Warren. “ God ha
problem. He uses circumstances to make us like Je-
sus more than He depends on our reading the Bible.
The reason is obvious: You face circumstances twenty
-four hours a day.

Jesus warned us that we would have problems in the
world (John 16:33). No one is immune to pain orin-
sulated from suffering, and no one gets to skate
through life problem-free. Life is a series of prob-
lems. Every time you solve one, another is waiting to
take its place. Not all of them are big, but all are sig-
ni ficant to God'’'s
sures us that problems are normal, saying, W5 2 y Q
bewildered or surprised when you go through the
fiery trials ahead, for it is no strange, unusual thing
GKFG A&
God uses problems to draw you closer to Himself.
The Bi brhetords eogeso,the broken
hearted; He rescues those who are crushed in

& LJA (RsRIni 39:@8) Your most profound and inti-
mate experiences of worship will likely be in your
darkest days —when your heart is broken, when you
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feel abandoned, when you are out of options, when the
pain is great —and you turn to God alone. It is during suf-
ferlng that we Iearn to$ray our rBost auahentlc heartfelt,

honestpoléo% ?/V%% ny w

have the energy for superficial prayers.

God could have kept Joseph out of jail, kept Daniel out of
the Lion’'s den, kept Jer
slimy pit, and kept the three Hebrew young men from be-
ing thrown into the blazing furnace—b ut He di
those problems happen, and every one of those persons
was drawn closer to God as a result. Problems force us to
look to God and depend on Him instead of ourselves.
You' | | never know that G

%o%r%%e%%t'for you. Pet e

‘Reggydiess of the cause, none of your problems could hap-

pen without God’'s permis
to a child of God is Father-filtered, and He intends to use it
fgr @e@gdoeven when Satan
| appreciate Rick Warren

base of his writing. My desire in Christ is, for all of you
presently going through hard trials, you turn your spirit,
soul and body, in faith, to your Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

Pastor Jerry Boschen
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RYAN’'S REALM

As | am writing this we are finishing up our iLife

series. | am excited to see all the lives being touched

and changed through our services. God is so
powerful & faithful! | know as we finish this series
and move into March He will continue to BLESS the
faithful and build us UP!

We are now less than two months away from our
opening service in our new facility! | am sure you

are all as excited as | am for that day. God is moving
in many ways here at GJFA as we move through this

transition period. | encourage you to listen to Him
as he works miracles in your life.

Stats say we should expect to see an influx of about

35% of new faces as we move into our new facility.
We have some great teams in place that do a
wonderful job and | thank God for them daily. We

will need to be adding to these teams to
accommodate the influx of visitors. This is where
you come in. If you can spare a couple of weekends
a month, we need your help. We understand

people live active lifestyles, vacations and sickness
arise, so we don’t exp
a year. That is why we have flexible schedules set up
in our ministries to accommodate every lifestyle.

Currently, we are in need of Ushers, Greeters and
Welcome Center greeters. Families and older kids
are encouraged to join together if possible. If you
are interested in any of these ministries or have
questions, please call the office or email me @
rcook@gijfa.org.

Be Blessed!

Pastor Ryan
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FIRST ASSEMBLY

A LETTER FROM

Words are important!

There is a constant challenge in my life to
guard this small member of my body known
as my tongue. How about you?

Many are familiar with the words from
Proverbs 18:21 - Death and life are in the
power of the tongue, And those who love it
will eat its fruit.

While | constantly try to watch and guard
what | say | have been contemplating a lot
lately about the 3 areas of our lives where
words are so very important:

What we say.
What we hear.
What we read.

The words we say are so vital to either our
success or our failure. Beyond this reality
there are 2 more areas where words are so
important.

Wh at we hear

Just last week | preached using the story of
the Centurion who surprised Jesus with his
great faith. Jesus was willing to come and
heal his servant, yet the Centurion replied
“only speak the wor
be heal ed”
emphasis on the pomt of Jesus speaking,
but there is another powerful element in
the story, and that is what the Centurion
would hear when Jesus spoke. We can
endeavor to always speak words of life from
our own lips, but if we allow our ears to be
garbage cans, then our mouth will not line
up with our mind and heart. The result is
that your life will be in a constant state of
turmoil. Do not allow yourself to be the
“dumping ground”
complaint, gossip or criticism. Many times
we believe that we are helping someone by
letting them talk. The unfortunate reality is
that usually the one griping does not want
resolution, they only want to dump.

We are on the web www.gjfa.org
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The importance of what we hear is not
only when others are talking to us, but
is also important in what we listen to
via radio, television, movies and
internet. Not only choose to speak
words of life, but also choose to listen
to words of life.

Wh at we read...

We have challenged our church family
to read through the entire Bible this
year. | am excited that many of you
have accepted this challenge. Most
recently, that reading has had many of
us trudging through Leviticus.
However, | am pleasantly surprised
because there have been several days
when a good portion of truth or
motivation was placed in my heart as |
read the law that was put into place
for the Hebrew people. Along with
these nuggets of truth, my overall
thankfulness for Jesus has increased as
| have rejoiced that | do not have to
live by the law.

When we read, our eyes see it, our

fk%{am decodea it, and the words are t
Y 1his, fod, vV @ ”
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death. If you have a letter or
document that is nothing more than
discouragement or hate to your life,
then throw that piece of paper away,
stop reading that garbage, and read
words of life. Your life will be
changed.

What we say, what we hear, and what
we see —Words create images, and |

f o \f/a_nt o watkdnghg ignageof Christ in

which | am made. Therefore, His
Words will rule my life.

Moving Forward,
Pastor Ted Miller
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E-mail: ministry@gjfa.org
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INTEREST
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N!Jrsa!ry Care is provided for
ALL services, including choir
and band.

e MOPS, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays

¢ WM Bible Study, 2nd & 4th
Tuesdays

e Prime Timers, 2nd Tuesday

e Corporate Prayefi Check this
newsletter and the calendar
for scheduled times of Prayer
in the Sanctuary.

e Christian Singles Connection,
Fridays, 7:00 PM
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MUSIC MINISTRY

For the last two months, during our
devotion time as a band, we have
been discussing Raising the Standard.
We are taking the scripture, from the
sermon that Pastor preached several
weeks ago on this subject, and really
getting into our hearts and minds. At
our last band practice we discussed
being self-controlled.

1 Peter 1:13

G¢KSNEFT2NE =
action; be self-controlled; set your

hope fully on the grace to be given you
GKSY WSadza / KNR A&

Being self-controlled is having control
of our mind, wi |
look at another scripture before we
talk about this in detail.

1 Thessalonians 5:8 (New
International Version)

8But since we belong to the day, let us
be self-controlled, putting on faith and
love as a breastplate, and the hope of
salvation as a helmet. °For God did not
appoint us to suffer wrath but to re-
ceive salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

So how do we be self- controlled? It is
not by sheer will power and determi-
nation, but by pure surrender. The

scripture versege
sef-controll ed.” T
ence between “bel

Doing is an action of works Being is an
action of faith. Being is who we are,
doing is what we do. When we live
surrendered to God and dependent
upon Him, self-control will come natu-
rally, instead of us having to try so
hard to “do ever
right doing will come out of our being.
1 Thess. 5:8 also gives us some tools
to arm ourselves with for our journey
of being self-controlled. It says put on
faith and love as a breastplate and the
hope of salvation as a helmet. Did you
notice that both of these tools are to

LINB L

be placed over vital parts of our physi-
cal body? Faith and Love are meant to
guard our heart, to protect the very
center of our being, or, we could say,
our will and emotions. The Hope of
Salvation is meant to protect our
mind.

So, Raising the Standard has every-
thing to do with
not just acting like one. To be self-

|dontrélléd dzahby When/wie fealiz€ 2 N

that all we have to do is surrender to
Him and aeply 'Ehe tool§ tt\at He gives
s hrodghoHB B/ord! S R @ €

Tami Miller
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PRIME TIMERS
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Praise God for His awesome faithful-
ness! Our February meeting was a
complete success, with 21 in atten-
dance. Our Valentine luncheon was
delicious, and our speaker was in-
credible! Joyce Moore and Joyce
Dodson did a fantastic job leading us
in some of the good old hymns. They
brought tears to our eyes as we sang
of His love. Our speaker, Janice
Brunswick, made us laugh, cry, and

Bra)s Go&f%r E}IS unfallmg ||ovee ?nd

nessin o c
It?:/es to rin out(b fII If ou »
issed our February meetmg, ou
have an opportunity to join us for
March Madness (just kidding about
the madness part). Pastor Boschen
will be sharing about prayer, studying
and becoming intimate with God. You
itl not want t sg this one.
t(elid:]rr(\?mdgvon}hgr:g r;f']la?je soups\lﬁgtlé\fvIl
sure to bring you favorite soup bowl|
and spoon. See you at 11:45, Tues-
day, March 9th in the Fellowship
Hall.

Janet Eisenach
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March is here! Let me start off by
first of all thanking all of you par-
ek pfthg awespmedgppagesst | a

we have in our church. Jenelle

and | are truly blessed to serve
this great congregation. Last
month we saw record highs in
our attendance at Awaken. We
are consistently reaching 120
teens every Wednesday. That is
about double in attendance from
only about a year ago! We also
have about 70 students that at-
tend our weekly Campus Clubs at
Pali sade and
almost 200 teens we are reaching
on a weekly basis! And what is
even more encouraging is that |
know this is only the beginning of
what God is going to do in the
lives of so many more youth that
live here in our Grand Valley.
Thank you so much for your
prayers. Lastly, Fine Arts is next
month, so please be sure to get

fyour student on board if they are

not already. This event is for Fine
Arts as well as Youth Convention.

So, if your teen does not want to
participate in the competition

side of Fine Arts, they can still

attend for the Youth Convention
activities. Fine Arts is a great

event that only happens once a
year, so pl ease,
miss out.

Blessings,

Pastor Mike Wallis
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The new facility

| W77 opening is ap-
proaching so
quickly! In fact, as |
write this, we only
have 7 Sundays left
in the 4th and Grand building. Wow is that
close! Anyway, | wanted to take this space,
this month, and write to parents about some
system changes when it comes to checking in
your kids.

First of all, in our current facility, if you have
kids in more than 1 age group, (i.e. 1 in ele-
mentary and 1 in pr
remind you of the hassle that you face in
checking in and picking up your kids. Well,

Il ve got good news.
check-in will now take place in one central-
ized area. I'n addi

vamping our security and check-in process
for how you actually drop off and pick up
your kids. Rather than trying to write out the
whole process here, what | will tell you is that
we '’ | | be much more
efficient, with our
ing a few open house days at our new facility
in March where we’|I
out and familiarize themselves with the new
system, and make sure they know how it
works in advance of the opening Sunday.

This will end up saving you a lot of time on
opening day! Al so,
records and class rosters to make sure they
are accurate and we have your correct infor-
mation.

So here’s what we n
be on the lookout for more information in
the coming weeks in regard to dates and
filling out updated information sheets for us.
Al so, i f you’' re wi.l
tate our new check in system, we would love
all the help we can get. The commitment
range varies great/|
sidering getting in
place to start!

We' ' re really excite
and the security an
us provide for your kids on Sundays and
Wednesdays.

Thanks for your time,

Brian Steele

MISSIONS

Missions Committee

Notes from the field:

AGWM, Springfield—“ T h an k
and exceptionally generous offering for the
desperate need in Haiti. .... Conv oy off
great efficiency and expertise in disaster relief,
more than 1,800,000 meals have already been
s er v(@/8/2010)

Jim & Linda Wood, Hong Kong—“ Al r eadl|y
are seeing 2010 unfold with new and abundant
gospel-opportunities to reach the Chinese peo-
$16: B tAsihing and equib@ing of 345 chuRne d
planters inside China; the open invitation to
conduct a summer camp using Bible resources

Aoltelach Enghsh tb 160 CKindse High Sahbon i S|t 1

students; and, reaching into new areas of China
iwi@hihe droes MP3 Bl#ydr lpadetwéith hlunk bl e
dreds of expository sermons preaching through
the New Testament .’

Troy & Ginnette Doudy, Nicaragua—" Bl uef i

Blble Instltute and New, Jerusalem hurch Pro-
8§57 has bedn'hr ongomg ecti.ﬁl

rﬁnﬁs%rmg 8 c%nﬁpl%ti%"n This is e only Bible
Institute in the Bluefields region. We presently
hé(yeaoﬂzrlthirt‘? stulieftshtd fhe chuRh isGuR-N €
ning about 2500 people. Additionally, February
will be a month of construction with two great
teams ..t hese two
gether with us to build a new church in Kukra
Wif. ‘THe PastoPofthe WuRr&IHAI Ehirdh Ba O U
graduate of the Bible School in Bluefields and

has been doing an incredible work. Please pray

bl e

=

for safety and good Wwe|a
John & Carolyn Stewart West Papua, Indonesia

a rflceCYLor oanedqth af
for us in our new Iocatlon here on Papua called
“Kids J. " (Kids
5|on) A local Indonesian ap roached us asklng
lif fevoufl Beq:ter"élst(J in glvmg fhe chl(?ren

in the area, who are learning English at school,
an outlet to use and improve their English

'skills. 1%& KldEJ A.M X Ss HornvlﬁaourtP gen
Qekvi¥en Dotobel, Re®dd Fourdi 258nA-t &
dren. Now it has more than doubled and we

are expecting it to grow even more (December

2009). §ddrlpraybrd¥oR thishhidéry snditife t € m,
hel p

e  Mondays

teSnPle@dRrélare krdatly Spprétiftdd sh@wet O
know that your prayers will not be in vain as we
partner together to see these young lives grow

in their relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ
through this

Donna Wernet
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March 7—Communion

March 9—Prime Timers
March 14—Dave Argue
March 14—Plugged-In Prayer
March 16—Board Meeting
March 19—OK Fellowship
March 19-20—24 Hour Prayer
March 27—All-church Auction

March 31—Adult services dismissed for
training

el d

fe-Raising The
Standard

V\pe ﬁet\a/d o cover our building

program in prayer.We are to:ri:;f'::’ ur
asking for the next 4 months, Building
that somebody is praying and Project

fasting lunch everyday for this

churpgh

Prayer for our Building

PRAYER CALENDAR)

project. Please log onto www.gjfa.org, click on

thespray@errcagendgr ok, dnchsignrup for gtimé | o -
to pray.

{Renbwsleter viag ™y
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| wilnf.§jfd.8rg and WigkSof TRE icdhitc® -

LcoRies of the newsletter in the informa-
tiert racks in the foyer.

Ifty%ueh ave not
signed up to receiv

malil, please go to

ségn upl or eall the church office with
your email address. There will also be

e  Tuesdays

outreach. ® Thursdays

PRAYER SCHEDULE

12:00-1:00pm-Sanctuary
8:45-9:45amf Sanctuary
6:30-7:30amfi Sanctuary



