
Phone: 970-243-0731 

Fax: 970-243-8529 

E-mail: ministry@gjfa.org 

We are on the web   

www.gjfa.org D E V O T I O N A L  C O R N E R  

 R Y A N ’ S  R E A L M  

Preventing Poor Interpersonal Relationships 

 The following excerpts are from the book, 
Christian Counseling by Dr. Gary Collins, Denver Baptist 
Bible Seminary. 

 “Christianity is a religion of relationships.  Its 
founder is the God of love, and love is its most distin-
guishing characteristic.  This is not a sentimental wishy-
washy affection.  It is a powerful, sacrificial, giving love 
which involves the characteristics described in 1 Corin-
thians 13, and reflects the love of God who sent His Son 
to die for a sinful world.  The church is failing in its duty 
if it does not preach and practice this love, which is so 
central to the Christian message.  Whenever such a 
message is preached and practiced, interpersonal ten-
sions are reduced. 

 God has also given us some more specific 
guidelines for showing this love.  Much advice is given in 
the pages of Scripture, and He has allowed us to dis-
cover some principles for getting along and communi-
cating effectively.  Interpersonal relations can improve 
when people of all ages are taught and encouraged to 
practice consistently: 

the biblical teachings about good relationships; 

a daily walk with Jesus Christ; a walk characterized 

by prayer, meditation on Scripture, confession of 

 I don’t know if you have read “Crazy Love” by 
Francis Chan yet…but it’s AWESOME.  I have had the privi-
lege of hearing Francis speak and the dude is ON FIRE.  Here 
are just a few quotes that stuck out to me… 

“Could it be your arrogance that makes you think God owes 
you an explanation?” 

“I quickly found that the American church is a difficult place 
to fit in if you want to live out New Testament 
Christianity.  The goals of American Christianity are 
often a nice marriage, children who don’t swear, 
and good church attendance.  Taking the words of 
Christ literally and seriously is rarely considered.” 

“Jesus’ call to commitment is clear:  He wants all or noth-
ing.  The thought of a person calling himself a 
“Christian” without being a devoted follower of 
Christ is absurd.” 

“Obviously, it’s not what you advertise that counts; it’s 
what you are really made of.” 

“Our greatest fear as individuals, and as a church, should 
not be of failure, but of succeeding at things in life 
that don’t really matter.”   
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sin, and a willingness to seek and obey divine lead-
ing; 

a self-examination which leads to the removal, with 
God’s help, of bitterness, cynicism, and other per-
sonal attitudes or actions which would stimulate 
conflict; 

an understanding of conflict and a practice of those tac-
tics which reduce conflict (rather than maintaining 
or escalating the conflict) 

 This is a large task, but one which should be empha-
sized repeatedly, especially in the church.  When Chris-
tian leaders, including all who give counsel, are involved 
in preventing interpersonal tension, they are helping 
individuals to live in peace and harmony with one an-
other, to avoid destructive conflict, and to experience 
something of the peace which comes from Father God.” 

 Beloved, let this truth regarding love be taken to 
heart and put into practice here at GJFA. 

   Pastor Jerry Boschen 

“But we need to realize that how we spend our time, what 
our money goes towards, and where we will invest 
our energy is equivalent to choosing God or reject-
ing Him.” 

“Having faith often means doing what others see as 
crazy.  Something is wrong when our lives make 
sense to other believers.” 

“If a guy were dating my daughter, but didn’t want to spend 
the gas money to come and pick her up, or refused 
to buy her dinner because it cost too much, I 
would question whether he were really in love 
with her.  In the same way, I question whether 
many American churchgoers are really in love with 
God because they are so hesitant to do anything 
for Him.” (WOW) 

I literally could go on and on. I would seriously recommend 
this book, it’s a great read. Don’t take my word for it 
though, go buy yourself a copy, grab a cup of coffee, and 
check it out for yourself. 

Be Blessed, 

Pastor Ryan 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Nursery Care is  provided 

for ALL services, including 

choir and band. 

MOPS, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 

WM Bible Study, 2nd & 

4th Tuesdays 

Prime Timers, 2nd Tuesday 

Corporate Prayerñ Check 

this newsletter and the 

calendar for scheduled 

times of Prayer in the 

Sanctuary. 

Christian Singles 

Connection, Fridays,    

7:00 PM 

We remember the sacrifice of Jesus and what He 
has provided for us. 
 
The Laver 
The laver represents sanctification.  When the 
priest would come to the laver, he would see his 
reflection.  In order for us to be effective in 
prayer, and in life, we must be willing to 
completely confess our sins.  In the process of 
confession we can submit all of us, (body, soul, 
and spirit) to all of Him. 
 
The Candlestick 
The candlestick is symbolic of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives.  Isaiah 11:2 describes 6 aspects of the 
Holy Spirit:  The Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, 
and The Spirit of knowledge, and fear of the 
Lord.  Every day we should ask the Holy Spirit to 
manifest His aspects in our lives. 
 
The Table of Shewbread 
The Shewbread table contained 12 loaves of 
bread to represent God’s fellowship with the 12 
tribes of Israel.  This is the time in prayer when 
you could lift your relationships with others, 
while also praying for others that you are in 
relationship with. 
 
The Altar of Incense 
This piece of furniture was just as it sounded: A 
place where incense was offered.  Our incense 
today is our worship.  At this point of prayer it is 
great to offer some praise and worship to our 
awesome heavenly Father. 
 
As you try this plan of prayer, keep in mind that 
no prayer track is meant to be a tool of bondage, 
but only meant to aid us in getting on the praying 
field.  Let’s pray and believe, and then rejoice, in 
what God will do for us and in us. 
 
You are loved and appreciated, 
 
Pastor Ted Miller 

Get on the Praying Field! 

1Thessalonians 5:17 Pray without ceasing, 
1Timothy 2:8 I desire therefore that men pray 
everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath 
and doubting; 
 
During the past month of August, I shared a 
couple of times encouraging us a church to pray 
more often and more fervently.  If you were 
unable to attend, or if you missed Sunday 
August 16th, please get the C.D.   In this sermon, 
several reasons for unanswered prayer were 
presented. 
 
In my own life, I seem to walk through seasons 
in which my prayer life will be very vibrant, and 
other times it could use some C.P.R.  No matter 
if I feel dry or I am experiencing God’s greatest 
blessings, I am absolutely sure that prayer 
works, and prayer is a necessary part of an 
effective Christian life.  The word that best 
describes the Christian life is “relationship”.  
Perhaps this word becomes petty or overused.  
But when I apply the word, I understand that 
earthly relationships go through changes, and so 
does my relationship with my Heavenly Father. 
 
Dr. Cho, pastor of the world’s largest church, has 
always promoted the need for a prayer life.  Dr. 
Cho uses a model of the temple or tabernacle 
that is described in the Old Testament and in the 
book of Revelation.  Pieces of furniture that 
would be seen in the tabernacle are used to aid 
in prayer.  Here is his model that could help you 
as well: 
 
The Brazen Altar 
The Brazen Altar corresponds to The Cross.  The 
brazen altar was designed as a place of sacrifice 
for a huge animal that was meant to cover the 
people’s sins.  For you and I, we can rejoice that 
Jesus was the final sacrifice. His price was 
meant, not to cover our sins, but to cleanse us 
completely.  This is the starting point in prayer.  
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SPECIAL POINTS OF              

INTEREST  

http://www.amazon.com/Crazy-Love-Overwhelmed-Relentless-God/dp/1434768511/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1227215075&sr=1-1
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

P R I M E  T I M E R S   

September 7ñLabor Day (office Closed) 

September 8ñPrime Timers Potluck 

September 11ð Europe Trip Meeting 

September 18ñOK Fellowship 

September 22ñPrime Timers Fall Picnic 

September 22ñWidowsõ Night Out 

Septenber 26ñMensõ Rally & BBQ 

September 27ñDave RoeverñGod & Country 

 Service 

 If you have not 

signed up to receive 

the newsletter via e

-mail, please go to 

www.gjfa.org and click on the icon to 

sign up, or call the church office with 

your e-mail address.  There will also be 

copies of the newsletter in the informa-

tion racks in the foyer. 

It’s a New Season 

 Our Choir Welcome Night was 

last Thursday and what an awesome 

time we had together! We are so 

happy to welcome 9 new choir mem-

bers into our family! 

 We started the night with get-

ting to know each other by writing fun 

facts about ourselves and then read-

ing as many as we could that other 

people had written. Did you know that 

I have trained a horse and that one of 

my favorite T.V. shows is, The Next 

Food Network Star? This is just an ex-

ample of things that we learned about 

one another. While we were getting 

to know each other better we had 

yummy snacks and cookies to eat. 

 After we had gotten done eat-

ing and talking we had a mini-choir 

rehearsal. We warmed up our voices 

and practiced the song that we will be 

singing on September 6th, “Alive, For-

ever, Amen!” 

 At the end of the night we 

reviewed our choir manual, had a 

quick time of devotions and a wonder-

ful time of prayer and encourage-

ment! This was truly a great start to a 

New Season!! 

 I am so excited about all that 

God has planned for our Choir and I 

want to encourage those of you that 

were not able to come last Thursday, 

it is not too late to join the choir. I 

know that schedules are hectic and 

life is busy, that is why we as a choir 

practice on the 1st and 3rd Thursday’s 

of each month. You are always wel-

come to join us. We would love to see 

you there! 

 Choir, I want to tell you how 

thankful I am for each of you. You are 

an overwhelming encouragement to 

me and I appreciate your commitment 

to the Lord in the using of your gifts 

and your time.  I appreciate you! 

 Expecting Great and Mighty 

Things, 

Tami 

 A 92-year-old, petite, well-
poised and proud man, who is fully 
dressed each morning by eight o’clock, 
with his hair fashionably combed, and 
shaved perfectly, even though he is 
legally blind, moved to a nursing home 
today. 

 His wife of 70 years recently 
passed away, making the move neces-
sary.  After many hours of waiting pa-
tiently in the lobby of the nursing 
home, he smiled sweetly when told his 
room was ready. 

 As he maneuvered his walker 
to the elevator, I provided a visual de-
scription of his tiny room, including 
the eyelet sheets that had been hung 
on his window. 

‘I love it,’ he stated with the enthusi-
asm of an eight-year-old having just 
been presented with a new puppy.  
‘Mr. Jones, you haven’t sent the room; 
just wait.’   

 ‘That doesn’t have anything to 
do with it,’ he replied.  ‘Happiness is 
something you decide on ahead of 
time.  Whether I like my room or not 
doesn’t depend on how the furniture 
is arranged...it’s how I arrange my 
mind.  I already decided to love it…It’s 
a decision I make every morning when 
I wake up.  I have a choice; I can spend 
the day inbed recounting the difficulty 
I have with the parts of my body that 
no longer work, or get out of bed and 
be thankful for the ones that do.’ 

 ‘Each day is a gift, and as long 
as my eyes open, I’ll focus on the new 
day and all the happy memories I’ve 
stored away…just for this time in my 
life.’ 

 Old age is like a bank account.  
You withdraw from what you’ve put 
in.  So, my advice to you would be to 
deposit a lot of happiness in the bank 
account of memories! 

   Maxine Elliott 

 

 
Missions Committee 
The 27th Annual Windows of 
Heaven Open Golf Tournament was 
a great success, raising almost 
$8,000 toward our project Mission-
aries Mark & Vickie 
 Alexander for the Africa Oasis Pro-
ject.  Thank you, volunteers, for 
stepping forward and doing such a 
terrific job – we could never have 
the tournament without you.  In 
addition, the Missions Committee 
wants to thank Lynn and Judy Alex-
ander for coordinating the event 
and Tona Goering for once again 
supplying us with an outstanding 
meal to feed the hungry golf-
ers.  Mark your calendars for next 
year – Saturday, August 21st! 
 
  Donna Wernet 

Hi there 
everyone!  I 
wanted to take 
this opportunity 
to remind you 
that this month we are launching into 
the ’09-’10 year of Rainbows, Mpact 
Girls, and Royal Rangers.  We’ll be 
getting started on September 16th, 
and going all the way through to next 
summer. 
 Each of these programs is so 
valuable because they allow for the 
small group time with leaders that 
great relationships are born from.  
Kids get a chance to not only hear 
about who God is and what He says, 
but they also get a chance to talk 
about it in their groups and figure out 
ways they can live it out!  I just can’t 
emphasize enough how important this 
dynamic is. When kids get an 
opportunity to not only hear 
something, but to do something, and 
to interact with that thing, the 
chances that they are going to take 
that thing with them throughout their 
life increases dramatically.  There is no 
doubt; we want them taking the 
things of God, and their relationship 
with Him, with them throughout their 
lives. 
 If your child has never 
attended one of our Wednesday night 
programs, let me personally invite 
them, and you, to be a part.  We have 
passionate volunteers who are thrilled 
about their opportunity to invest in 
the life of a child. 
 If you have any questions, or 
would like to get involved, please 
don’t hesitate to call the church office. 
 
Have a great day 
Brian Steele 
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Mondays 12:00-1:00pm-Sanctuary 

Tuesdays 8:45-9:45amñSanctuary 

Thursdays 6:30-7:30amñSanctuary  

M I S S I O N S  

This month I would like to highlight a 
great opportunity for all of our 
students to get involved in. It’s called 
“Set Apart”. Set Apart is a purity 
course for teens. It is getting 
increasingly hard for our students to 
live a pure life in this world. This seven
-week course will teach them just that, 
to live a life of purity before God. 
There are certain requirements to 
complete this course, but when your 
student graduates, we will hold a short 
ceremony on a Sunday morning, as 
well as present your student with a 
purity ring to remind them daily of 
their commitment. I have seen the Set 
Apart purity coarse change many 
students’ lives, so please encourage 
your student to get involved by signing 
up at the info booth in the youth 
center.  The dates will be announced 
in the bulletin soon. Thank you for all 
your prayers and support. 

Pastor Mike Wallis 

P R A Y E R  S C H E D U L E  

Prayer for our Building 

We need to cover our building 

program in prayer.  We are asking 

for the next 12 months, that some-

body is praying and fasting lunch 

everyday for this project.  Please 

log onto www.gjfa.org, click on the prayer calendar 

link, and sign up for a time to pray. 


